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Region 43 800 MHz Regional Planning Committee Meeting Minutes

12/3/08

Sparling

Lynwood WA
1. Meeting called to order at 1100

2. Introductions

3. Review of agenda

a. Adds/deletes – none

4. City of Tacoma
a. Agenda Items

i. WPWM742 modification

1. 14 channel simulcast site addition

ii. WQFA781 modification

1. McNeil Island 6 freq IR

iii. WPSJ871 cancellation

1. Tacoma MDT license

iv. Tacoma’s assigned talk-around frequencies

b. WPVM742 Modification

i. Tacoma system configuration

1. 5 Simulcast Sites (14 freq) ─ 1 IR site (6 freq) ─ 2,645 radios

ii. Used by 7 fire/EMS an LE agencies for primary communications

1. Primary use by additional 21 non LE & fire/EMS entities

iii. Tacoma Fire dispatches Central Pierce Fire & Rescue

1. Improved 800 MHz coverage needed in CPFR operations area

2. CPFR Temporarily using “borrowed” VHF frequencies

iv. WSP site in Parkland available for 6th simulcast site

1. Improves CPFR and Lakewood coverage

v. Developed site in Graham may be available

1. Further improves CPFR and Lakewood coverage

2. Unresolved building and tower space issues

vi. Discussion about Current Tacoma Coverage

vii. Discussion about WSP Site Coverage Prediction

viii. Discussion about Graham Site Coverage Prediction

ix. Discussion about Co-Channel and Adjacent Channel issues

1. Question from Terry Miller about if Channel 695 is assigned to Talk Around

2. Question from Wiz about Crista Frequency and if it was also located at the King County Federal Way site – Crista Channel is ITAC-4, and only located at Crista.

x. Review of Contours

xi. Review of Antenna propagation pattern.

xii. Proposed action is to approve 14 Channel Simulcast site at WSP and Graham Sites.
Decision: Committee Approved Unanimously
c. McNeil Island

i. WQFA781 modification Request
1. 6-channel license for McNeil IR
2. Channels 707 and 801 provide inadequate separation, causing audio “bleed-over”

ii. Proposal (see next slide)

1. Operate MICC as 5-channel IR site, instead of 6-channel

2. Remove 707 and 801 from license (already done by default)

3. Add channel 638 from WPSJ871 (MDT)

4. 5, 25, 40 dbu contours identical to those already approved 

5. Cancel WPSJ871 (No longer in use as of mid-2008)
Decision: Committee Approved Unanimously
d. Talk Around Frequencies

i. In February 2004 Region 43 approved Tacoma’s use of

1. Channels 605, 607, 611, 641, 643, 645, 647, 749, 679, 681, 685, 755, 757, 761, 764

ii.  Conditions

1. Essential on scene tactical operations only

2. Within Tacoma service area only

3. Secondary basis to licensed co-channel users (SERS, WSDOT, WSDOC)

a. Develop operational guidelines to minimize any risk of potential interference

b. Cease using if notified of interference

4. Reduced power output

a. 15 watts mobile/fixed; 3 watts portable

iii. Review of February 2004 RPC Authorization Letter
iv. Proposed Action:

1. Reconfirm February 2004 Region 43 letter approving Tacoma talk-around frequencies

a. Same conditions
Decision: Committee Approved Unanimously
5. Rebanding Update

a. TA email on 12/2/08 saying Region 43 Frequency Assignments nearing completion

b. Expectation from TA is issuance at end of December

c. Discussion on collaboration for maintaining interoperability

i. Consensus on the need to collaborate during Rebanding to maintain interoperability.

ii. Set meetings up with licensees in Rebanding on same day as RPC meeting, but separate.  Can be at beginning of meeting, then follow with 800 MHz RPC, followed by 700 MHz RPC.

d. Scott Peabody Update:

i. ~97% Phase 1 Non-border area licensees are rebanded

ii. ~66& Phase 2 Non-border area licensees are rebanded

iii. Some concern the B/ILT licensees are not showing up in negotiations
1. Outreach program will address

e. Scott Chapman Discussed TA Webinars and expressed as good value

i. Webinars scheduled for 10 Dec and 14 Jan.

6. Good of the Order:

a. None

Meeting Adjourned at 1200
Action Items

1. Mendel – investigate Channel 695 Channel Assignment and report back to T. Miller
2. Mendel – Letter of approval to Steve Taylor for Talk Around Channels

3. Mendel – Set up Rebanding Interoperability Collaboration meetings

