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Effective July 30, 2003, the FCC will accept applications for 4.9 GHz applications
Licensing will be based on what is called a “jurisdictional licensing scheme”.  This interprets as any eligible agency may obtain a license that covers their legal jurisdictional area of operation.  Coordination is not required to obtain a license.  The FCC is relying on local entities to coordinate the use of this spectrum in any given area where multiple governmental agencies may have overlapping service areas.  Agencies may apply directly to the FCC for licenses.  Applicants will have the opportunity to apply directly through ULS online to the FCC.  It is unclear yet if the services of one of the coordinators that is capable of submitting applications electronically to the FCC will be enabled by the FCC.  The FCC no longer accepts hard copy applications for any Part 90 licenses.  FCC sources indicate a notice of licensing procedures is forthcoming.
The Rules for 4.9 GHz are in Subpart Y in 47CFR Part 90.  Eligibility is explained in section 90.1209.  While formal pre-application formal coordination is not required, for locations north of line A or east of line C (Canadian vicinities) may require coordination with Canada (which will be handled by the FCC after the fact of filing an applications).
Licensees will have the authority to operate on any authorized channel in the band within its licensed area of operation (legally described political jurisdiction).  Agencies may strike an agreement with non public safety eligible agencies in order that such non-classic public safety agencies providing services that affect the protection of life and critical functions.   

Licensees will have the authority to construct and operate any number of base stations anywhere within the area authorized on their license.  However, a station will be required to be individually licensed if it is located where an international agreement is required, it requires an environmental assessment (see Part 90 Section 1.1307), and the location would affect a radio quiet zone (1.924).  Any station that requires an FAA notification must be registered with the Commission prior to construction.

Licensing authority allows the operation of base and mobile units and temporary (1 year or less) fixed stations.  Licensees may operate either base or mobile equipment outside of their jurisdiction with the approval of a licensee within the remote jurisdiction.  

The grant of a basic jurisdictional area license does not give the licensee authority to operate point-to-point fixed stations.  Such fixed stations must be licensed individually on a site-by-site basis and will only be authorized on a secondary, non-interference base with jurisdictionally licensed operations.

Sharing and coordination.  Channels in this band will not be granted exclusive use and must be implemented on a shared basis only.  All co-located licensees shall cooperate I the selection and use of channels.  Any situations of interference are expected to be resolved by the parties involved.   If licensees are unable to resolve any issues, the commission may impose restrictions to any of the parties.  

There is no time limit for construction and operation of base and temporary fixed operation.  Site specific licenses are required to be placed in operations within 18 months of the grant.

The FCC has requested Regional Planning groups designed to facilitate operation and cooperation for each region within 12 months of the effective date of the rules.
There are 18 channels which be aggregated for channel bandwidths of 1, 5, 10, 15, or 20 MHz.  Channels 1 – 5 and 15-18 are 1 MHz channels and 6-14 are 5 MHz channels.  Power limits vary from 20 dBm to 33 dBm depending on bandwidth.

